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How do we protect our solls?
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How do we protect our solls?
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problems




Protection measures

A Knowledge

I understanding how solls work
Athe role of organic matter
Athe role of water
A soil compaction

A Care
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| attending to detall
I whole farming system approach



Machinery Work Daysvith season
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The role of soil water

Soil with good natural structure
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Examples of good & poor soll structure
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Examples of good & poor structure



How do we improve soll structure?

A Increase organic matter levels

I Maximise level and duration of green or other
cover T e

I Avoid stresses on the soill:
Acompaction
Atillage
Astarving wildlife
Abare fallows; at any time
Araindrop impact




The importance of SOM!

A Without soil organic matter (SOM), soils have
no structure or life

I SOM is the primary food source for all soil living
animals and micr@rganisms

I SOM Initiatesaggregation of /:
soll particles and thus
porosity

I Animalsand roots create
further porosity
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purrowing animats .



The dynamics of SOM

A Plants add SOM

A Soil micreorganisms break it down-

A Addition or losof SOM is the balance of
these two processes-+ -
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Increasing SOM

A There is no controversy about increasing SONM
I It Is beneficial on practically all levels



